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Rational Choice Theory and Its Challenges

Krishna Fongtanakit*

Abstract

The influence of Rational Choice Theory in Political Science and other disciplines
has been growing over decades. Rational Choice Theory proposes tools, based on certain
assumptions, to provide theoretical guidance and practical insights into the study of social
and political phenomena. According to this theory, individuals engage in a cost-benefit
analysis to determine the best alternative, with rationality as the guiding principle.
This article aims to explore the controversial debates surrounding Rational Choice Theory,
particularly in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic.Keywords: Reformation of Thailand,
improvement of the implementation process of Thailand reformation, formulating of

government policy
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unin
nguinadenaissuzsidusundnlunisianudlangfnssuddiaunaziasugia
vosywd Tnsindnnisiie woinssudsdinundunaunmainssufiinananudilavesiuans
wiazAu wuuusuradsadaduannzmanisuinananudilavosyusiiludnisin waves
nsindulaln 9 TuegiumnuAndfiusazauddn FauandeainuuuunssTIITIRTY
vutuguteiaas fingsssuwfidusrivun (Levin & Milgrom, 2004)
nguinadensgniimanasutiuluiinindonvestaanuy Wolusagauiinnuvey
Tumadendifleg manwiamnsaszymadendifosnts uazannsaesuigldlaueimmadent
wnadentuinindnmadenvils lunisinduladenldddsdisdeyaiile enunazifuve
wansal Swdsduuuaskadstlenifionaniietu nquiisvuadmnauinsiesgdun
LLﬁ%Nan%IEJ‘Uﬁ‘UE)W]uLENL‘ﬁlﬁ]ﬁﬁ]’]imﬁﬂﬂ’]'ﬁﬂ’ﬁ%ﬁ’]ﬁguﬁmﬁ’lﬁi@ﬂ’liﬁ’]Lﬁuﬂ’]iLﬁ@Naﬁwﬁ(ﬁaﬁﬁm
uavyAnaanidendsivngayiianluynnsd dnnguinadensiingualildeuensyuiunis
madeniifinszuiunsesndls uifunguiihunenadwsuazsuuvuresmadensewginssa
yestlaanvuinazdeadenniadeniiadign (Friedman, 1953)
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uennil nquimadenagnalivamaddleuddiuiuansidutinnsuinduaui
fawalunisidendndulalumadenldegiavingay feauufgiuisrtuinandussdv
Haanyeeaitundn Tasdohnmenssiuagianssuweanudiinannislninseuazindulansesh
oghailvnma (de Jonge, 2012) uunAnisieguuiugruvemalsylovidadudesiihedenindila
warannsnUfuldldsusuanduynanndsen nouiiidunguiildsumssoniuuazgninun
USultlunarowsuad g n1edanueians 1ou NunInIuATEEANERT kasN15LE03 Nl
ANNdLITUSsErIalssva sudangulniadenaisisue (Public Choice) Tuwyuedn
Me5gUsEAmAUAEn3 (Scott, 2000)

ngenIndonaisisuzieisnsmaasegmansuilylunisesutewasuiludym
Tuanvdnsgenand lnsdemvdndunisinunginssumsnindes [uumnanisinu
LUUSgANERSIAIIZ9 (Positive Political Theory) siaiunisfinwanuiiunnsvesiuandludany
oA fesnazuumdss dnnisiles 11ums dnslduuifnnguimaasegamansvaieds wu
assaUslevigean nouiiny nauinisdndula uldluniseSuirenanisnseyivesduans
(de Jonge, 2012)

Positive Political Theory Aanisnwisgamaniiileuaismanuianudlaludany
souU 9 Fus Inglidisdansdnauauaiimield wivesasiiitnAnnauiinazedune
Usngmsaidanusensiindunnuandsiinisesdu waslausiuznsusulsangunaet seyitns

fazussgidmuneiy 9 wu nsuulRngunasiausgessuyy nedenaisisasiungud
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Afmnulnd@adunquimadendeny dnagldadamanfiiunumislunisesuisusingnisal
madsnslasionznislimguiinuililumssganan finesuengfnssunnaniiuunfvesanyu
AUEIARNTTST wAzNITaNATIULLEEY (Amadae & Bueno De Mesquita, 1999)
tndunsvdnifiavinasenguiniadenarsisuy Toun wawds 19 wedls (Kenneth
J. Arrow) waulnil aau (Anthony Down) uagusumes aeen leawdy 9iles (Mancur Lloyd Olsen Jr)
dnimmsnanulfiaueuundnly fil Arrow (1951) sdunemadendinuuazaifisudiuyana
(Social choice and individual value) l¥n153ndudunLafuTmNGonuiasIen1svaslaLan
ileuansgunuumadendsa Mumadeafuwufnilsiduaiafinsdenlunguiinsugenans
a3afn13s @ Down (1957) WeunguinaesugnaszuaulszysUlae (The Economics Theory
of Democracy) Tagszyin thnsifleadianudesnisiogldSuazuuudoumenisifiesgsiian
dutrssnistuidesnisiiegldfusudssanmvemiisnuauiniian wuifadiinmaden
amssazitauohmsimshinunumesinmadlesuaihsmsilfldsnallumailivangas
vi3eyjamevaueeUsslmidius faviilusvezenuds Ssorafndymnisanansnisnds
durlesnaniinisldanssudssanildmngay Jasfanansenuneaulunismevausdse
waUslomivosassaulngfivuanuuiaesifideulslunguiesvgmansluldfunisdnaula
yamsiiles waziiesifeidaUssintmeaeunuuinass edudumugndesesdoasy
dm3u Olson (1965) 88UNMWANAYBINTTALTUNTIINAUYBINGN (the Logic of
Collective Action) szyindaanuilaadumansisasinsizdoinisldmsiulunmgs wiauud
soludn fwnegrensil AufansisauzargnimualngnnuveuTe ALY NAY
nauinadensgnsiivaaiiszilouiBnsfnuniiinges e5uie uarmaaziuUsIngsal
madsnaludnuaeiisseonlunnssdeuBnmsfnuiafufuiiunsusseeasswasiiiatu
(descriptive) wsenmsitadednaulagldnaeiiia (judgment) dwmsunguiniuionsg1aliviaua
MsuideuisAnemidememsiasizilaanyuduisnisneide (methodological individualism)
Inefauufignuin anmunisalikassingmsainederuvsenginssusiungy (collective behaviors)
favaneiiu &ufnaunannisnssiwidenisdadulansgyivesdanneuy insgenuideiiugu
voawIAniogiiindaranvuiuunuiifivana (Rational man) uazddsnaUsslovivesmy
(Self-interest) faifu msdadulaviensuanmgingsdla vosilaLanuuialsiagmeuausise
AUADINITVDINULDIBE NG wndnidldnaneiduitugusesiuliuinguinisiadulaasisoe
nguinsidenasisae uasvguinisenaulalasdavannalanade 1Wudu
thAnnisguimadenensdivemand g nquiiidunguiifediviilfaouzves
Aensgenansianuduemansinnty dnitedsaumaninmniluliuldnseduemansiiami
gl (predictive) wazilanuiduanna (universal) nsnanadragull liannsinngiansel

Mlidunnuesa nguflinanauefgiunlidisans msnssihveanguianuvainvatauazdiiun
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wananeiy Tuusundenufiuandeiy ssuussn1siunnaedy sudsssuunmsdiediunnsmaiy
sgannsaldnisidenvesdaanyy msdeduladensdaiiivaravesdaanyu wwidaymdsay
IFa3ese mnududeulunsyuiunstmusulevisaisisasiiendlatgmdny Tue1aagld
AszuaIunsnadaansiidusumidwednemansunldlunisdndulanadenveslouiy
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Un3gan1sunavinudafiannudiuin nquinindensgnsfivanaiadunguinfiyuues
ladsoudu wazlinudaudsludmguiies (MacDonald, 2003) nszuiuviFiveImnguniaien
oeampadadunguiiviamgsa lifinszuaumsmmeseunguiesiaduszuu Wunstadeu
wagvilvialuannauaselaenisdaneu (Falsification) Luudnaewemguinsidenatalmveaxs
fauudguiiddnie duanmnduduifisionadenifiog uasiiudasmadenidediinesls

Y u

] v o

Henadnsfazfetulunndennadonusiasns uazdistayaihinlugnisdadduauddy
yownadeniifiogld Tudauvesnmsiaddumadoniifiogiu fuanusazioaliisnsudas
madendifieglndusianludsndinmans lnsnsidenmadeniiliessaussleov (Utility) gean
Jufudeiiunasdy (Green & Shapiro, 1994) nteaNufsiuvemquiniadenagsfinaua
asUi ngfinssuestannvuiifinaiinadszneuiedeuly 4 Usemaweluidl

1. Yaensueiisdmausslovisionlunan (SelfInterest) wasAuusiazauniinusions
(Desires) muaU (Preferences)

2. Yawnwuiivmiinalunisindula (Rational Decision Making) $ynadeniidiegynmis
uazannsnessiummmeuiifivemadonivantu edonmaiiafiaaliuiruedsd arufivua
Fauusglusssumfvesuyud

3. Jalnvuazidennadenilisslowiinniign (Maximizing Utilities) Tnsusazauas
fsannmadeniifiogesiinagys (Strategic)

4. Yanyudnduseddtoyaimansegrnfisanslunisdenniaden

Jaanguardsfawalszlevddondunan (Self-Interest) uasaundasaund
A1UABINTS (Desires) AUYDY (Preferences)
madonetslimamaidunguiiduauinnenaludsiuanseiy dauyfgnuiniain

UnAnusagauiLand1aiy NMsesuiedinulnediomguinaasygaansuUssyndldeasuie

medspuranssduisesidnlaiinuasfiondwinglnaainaiuduase (Green & Shapiro, 1994)

TUFIUANUTRVRING B MNdenagsllimgrananleuly 2 Usenis fe
- AwaNysad (Completeness)

- N5AHU (transitivity)
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anwauysal nedis Jawnannsaddumadendiiler wavidenmadeniilduselev
g9gn dhunsdeing mnedis anaveuluusazynadenannsadeuiuld feganssnsiidung
FoAureuLaUlamnnindu seudumnniung dedu auveuneydaunniiung
unAnrnufivaalunguimadensgisiivena 3egniansalin WunguiiRaudu (thin)
Tuwasiidnimnsaudu q ufid mudeinisuasauveuvesauiissdlstneunaziouludnds
fannnind (thick) weinsssnedinnuadududou dnisededdnnuianmansuuudu wy
I dpdnen Aanslamsdyaundivesuienginssuvesnuiansyigasisdesuiala
Fovuwazihhminuntu lifmquilavguivilenunsasiunenginssusyudlaogisauysaiuuy
lumamsugenans n1sesuieanuveu (preference) vadwsazauazundadeseld
uazAEisAs uidufansnsae (public goods) iuAumuinsilistleviuimnauvioynngu
N EMIGoNa1s13EIIRITAILETUIMIBANYEUTRINGY (collective preferences) 11NN
nsesuIeeALveuYeIlalanyu (individual preferences) L NseannnvseBsiinasduly
Tudspuiuaunneu ansuazreunseld AfesUiRmunguune ualunaniseann dniasugrmans
osuenmainauladeduiiiunaneuveuld ifllasdedulsivh mamnadafurhganssutedudn
lireliiAnnansgnusenudy
Tumaasugia AuLanInBvBURILTEUUTIAN Aufiilsmele winsmgeann infas
opnliAuAiiuATaunses dauaTe Ui LSEMans 1wy nsuwansseruRludgmdsen

laildagvioudarnuiianelavasaulu nsiiumeviseliiiusme lianunsafsiandumswlawiiouiu
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paeLAsugenans auvnauiiAviniy nildvindadeaviaiu liaunsovenvunnvesnadns
nadany wavinAmedannlild wszdndn Aesguta azdalddnaisasndndudilauinni
mszilornsaiuuds fsuaeslinasludsildusslomigean

nstauedudiasisurlunsigmanidesddiados ansaruinfeuturesyaaa
Sghiannsaaueduimuanuveudiuyanaldimiounisdsemsluiiu ulsuievils 4 fmseen
Tumsudledymlanarenis wu wevslunsuilelymduazesdueinia Sguiasiaiiniadon
vanevaden 1wy Mawltsneudiuaiug mafmusengldausasud msfiuaSasmwaningoeusd
MIUSNIINNTvUEIIaYUaSsUE Lusu uiazmadenldannsaldisnsiilssanvueanides
mald wasdaudinsguiasgbivssosulmnden Ansemdeadldld mszanugeuvesay
douunneaitu fawaUselovinasransenuresusazmaden AufansisneSdiaunsonmisesn
Ifsamadoafiidumnuweulnesuls

Vala

A usulssinuniianseanidsadannssanisiiioufisnaniudsunalsslovdadiuny
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(self-interest) Aedunaillifimenatisanaiiazeduiedn vilueudwinduiu iwsgluanuduass
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waniasunausglevidiunu nsfiaueenivlidvdidendseniluifiegaunisainenisdeilsd

ysenludanaansziduntnfnaisuszuavlsevsulae

Janvuliwaralunisiedulaien

nguimadenagaiveuaiiyuafiAsafusamilen (Assumption of Egoism) Tagidiedn
ngAnssuvaslaanyuianuaaiadadmineg lWnsinseidunuuasUselevd (cost-benefit)
Tuusiazmaden wazthuiUdsuiisufuiledenmadeniiusziiuudrinazussquimnediuny
Afmuald Reulvmseduremadensgafivanafio ynanude yaauUsIsoun axdesdl
ANALLEUALIT (Internally consistency) Na12AD L%a'iﬁ'%ﬂflﬁmiflzﬁmuﬁam“ﬁhﬁ%ﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁﬁqm
aneliyndoyaiiafian

LLmﬁmﬁ‘ﬁﬁLLé’J’qﬁ’ULLmﬁmaﬂwau (Simon, 1979) l@usvduULIAWANE (bounded rational)
Tnsnsasuvuiraomnandamanivosnisinaulafililumansugmans Sgmans uazanuion
9u 9 MAvres muduvadunadunsfiulszdnammsdadula uinsdadulaiiivema
ot anysalinliannsaviild esnninensiililunisduaiiensdaduletiegedradiin
anmuandesmadsauiiunliufiasdanududeutararuliviueuuasduansiifiungsdoya
vidorwimnudilaidrindanuueiseidenginasiine 4 lunisdedule Ssaenadesiuuuain
\AiswgRangAnssa (Behavioral Economics) iilavSwageionisAnymgAnssusnyudae nqufaia
w3 (Prospect theory) fina1ain auasdenmadeniduldld dnideunsauiinsesingingsu
nsdindulaienlesedndlnd@nduenfivetyan Wy Tunsdnduladensueims gausinay
Fendwiifiiaseu vieidenaniiiluludea vievzidsunvunginssuvesyanalnddai
Uszaumnuduie Wumslinseiiiaenndesiunguinisnssyiemaua (Theory of Reasoned

= 1

Action: TRA) Misyya1 Jarannseyisigwanainantdady 2 Usenisineliiaanuiwananginssy
Yuinde ViruARdeNnANTIU (Attitude) Uarn13ARBEANNNGNB1984 (Subjective Norm)
anudumeunaludiaumanswaznginssueansvoamnguiniudensg19iivmwg

1Y)

Tdaudumgdunalunisdndulanunginaeimesiunsusznistagliddateuiun lunnseiu
4131 HnAnuuIvANATINUIUN (Ecological Rationality) §1einmanavesnisiaduladuegify
anunsaifiAatuluuivnlavivnnis Aefidedndumadunanigldnisidensdefivgua
p193gllasunisinnsandindimenanigldmgrnaniuuiunausll Tnesiuudinguinisiden
ogailmgualinnudfyiunuaenadownnssnznely Tuvasimamaniuuungadili
Usg@ndnmniguen

punguinsdensgafigua mansevhiidednfivena sannisnsgyinfiistuain

v a & o ¢ & o = 9 & v &
ﬂjqusﬁaULLagﬂaqmﬂqﬂWQ\iwLUu1Um'uJaﬁ]W'ﬂuWiaﬁaﬂﬂqiﬁﬂWUQ Waﬂﬂ’]ﬁugﬂmaQLUuaﬁﬁu
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Mlalaenadesfuiudeyaniiey mudentulzdesgnineeniunieli szlidinisesuiels

Jarwnvuazidenmadenilivssleviiuniign (Maximizing Utilities) Tausiazau
azRaNsanIINMaLEeniitegetnsiinagns (Strategic)

gruaRvemguinadensguiivanaiionn dJaanvuazidonniadeniiliusylov
unfian (Maximizing Utilities) Faidunisiiemauimaasugmansunldluniadgaans
TumsiBsuifieusumuuasUsslevilésu (cost-benefit) Wunnumenswilunmsmmeinsiuiu
Tunadonsne q Seusulivasdesimunanimdnenuihasduremadenudazyng uay
thinduaiieUssiiuimadentaeglisslovigegn

Tumnuduase msdndulavesiiaensuineglianiizanudssuazauliuivou
ogramanidedlails’ amnuliuiueuiAnainnsidaenvuiianuiuasdeyaliauysalasudau
Aeatudsiiagiintulusunanuaziimudsdadunafifinnnalsiuiuey

nufjossausslovifiananis (Expected utility theory) L@oin Jaanvudugiisivana

Y 9

= A o v o

Judenludsipfignanglddedrfnfinuonndaed nsindulavesiaenvusgmeliteauud
fryaraduiunanidesnnudes Risk aversion) tu lienndesivamifoFesesnisdonld
wieluladnsuaniidufinsivdandentunisldimaluladnsienasied annsieuiie
Wdesaden invnsnsidimaamsindulasesiumaluladiiduinstudundon esn
nanauLmugnsgeninsldmaluladifionansiadl naddonuin inumsnsanilvgdensduifia
TmelulaBnisudauuufismannall anmmnisaliuanddifiuin insesnslaldddsdesedu
YosHaRULMLgIanTazlasy mnzuwAnessaustlvilianunsnesuiengAnssuveanunins
meldannnisalvesnisgapdeld (Yesuf & Bluffstone, 2009) uansirdalanyuasidenniaidion
fildnanouunuiiuiusunnivnadeniléfunaneuunuiinnniudiicnudes Ssaeandesiu
ansAnwILUIMINsasitansiaiinunsnslngvesnsudaaiunnnmasnnden (B.E.2557: 7)
wuImgAnssuvennuasnaiisafunisiadulaldarsiadidadnsivliwndefuinouuas
nasnseusulvinwg

e nIudoned elmANaTEyYI YarauuRnued1eilivgna enniudeniiaiian

q

= ' v ' Y a v & A v v o
LW@W@Uau@QLﬂqmuqﬂﬁju@uimﬂm’éjﬂLLagg\]gﬂQIMLﬂﬂNaaWﬁmquwmaﬂﬂqi ﬂﬂﬂmw@auiﬁl

v @ o

agalmana Aty Jawndednduiazdesdahmin dadduanuddny uazdanadenuiaussnis
sonluiienisinduls wwiRelfiaunfgiudi dinduladinnuaunsalunmsimunessauselovy

Ronnassndsnimasiasadunaden Naswdnuafiyarateulisemadentadunaln
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gendndsiouliivey Maufinuande daanvuudazeuazimunessausslevidemadenyie
wadwslanadndniaunioutunielilumsadonulevisatainsiliossausslovigsgasodiusy
visesiedIunL

ngufessovstlev ldadamaniainuiazdu (Probability) lunisesuisauidss
wazawliituouiioviunenadns LﬂumiﬂizmmmLLu’ﬂﬁmaamiLﬁﬂLmﬂ']izﬁﬁy’u dadu
vasraunzuluvgnisalle q fdnwudaduasssziande nsinuanaiasdy
\Fen13de (Objective Interpretation) wazauuaztJuTednidy (Subjective Interpretation)

Tun1sfinu AN dudenaide (Objective Interpretation) 1518115058 UT LY
wadwsidululdionmn (Universe of Outcomes) 1y gnisind 6 wii Fomnewas 1 89 6
lelougnisn 1 ey esnhasduiiszesninifuaalawands whiu 0.167 uagannsausudu
viomamsnimainiuremadnsaindasd 1wy m'iwsnﬂmimmﬂiﬂwéqﬁ%ﬁwummismm
$ovay 80 vesiiufl nmewennsaionrduegiutoyavdngruiitiogluvasiu i mandeud
voen1y AunaeIMAifduadoudutunsmfunguifuguiiierfuauanifidaanimg
vosnngmsaiomeariliansamanisainafaduluungeidls deudhauiuey

dwsunmsial AuUnaztduednide (Subjective Interpretation) Wunisefuse
Tunsdildanunsadmuaniuiiesduvesaniumsalld fandulaliiidoyatnasiiome

[

lun1suszanaAinuivemadns Janduladsiasimunliloniavesnisiinveunaguadng

iy visenandntenilede dindulalifiiveanalafinmanisimadnsuilaaziadulauinnia

ANHAANGDE1INT

Jawnyudndudeddddayainasegiaisawalunmsidenmaden
nounafensgaiiivanaiauufigiuit Jaenvuiideyainiasimiemelunisdndula
Fonmaden Fudugnseuiiddquemaud fuaamnignaaniviamisolddoyaiiey
Tutlagdu (current) ansathisdoyals (available) wanifudeyaifmnuAeades (relevant)
Tumsiszsimadon Jaenvuliteyalunsdndulannnitnisienuszaunisal uslulan
wisnudusds Janvuliansadedulavuteyafianysallimszdeyadudoseanm
wazsunuLazenvrliduailunisuarsndeyaiiauysal Yaansusfndulavuiiugiuid

“WhilAAWaY” (good enough) feu anufgiuiin Jawnvwdenmadeniinngnazlifiatu

v
=

s1EaTadayaiiansiiiesnesenisanauls madeniingaazliiniuinduld (Kahneman
& Tversky, 2003)
UnIgnisanennatayeyn (cognitive science) @031 uywdlivnnanuanIndoulyi

wWayey Audmanaveswdlillusesanauilutomesauasiuiimewayinla wenainain

Uﬁ%ﬁ‘Uﬂ’]ﬁﬁjﬂNﬁINﬂﬂﬁlLLﬁ%’d@JaﬂL‘ﬂu‘ﬁéfﬂ NseNlean1snIeN INYesaNessTINdsss UL Tegly
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$1Mg SuduiusivauidninAnuazngfinssuresyudedadudou nalnssuuyszam
yhmthilumsadeszuuanuAnuazsnslimesa msfuyudlivananadefusnanusyaunisol
fndneiu uywdiuviaidlildmunuimmnandistiad uivinluogsldad Wl ludnuasioudiou
waedumung wagn1simgralifenudunaranszinisussiussueunversuaiveudas ynna
(Lakoff & Johnson, 1999)
LuININasvguinadensgadmanaduluiismgufszdunans (middle-level
theory) \Jun1sysannismanainasg1eteedewmanusiuiulungufudvinisideatuvayuy
ieldadmguinedsaumans uagdreindunuimadefuinineimanslasdnilng i
dmgufigndesianunsaldesuiemanisells Fnstlennaedaudaiunguiiidsva) Grand Theory)
fszyildiinguilenguivieesurganuateszdulanlddedd3tnisdndsauumaalaiiie
AU IANINET FNINET LATHFAIERS N5 ANEWT UIYTUINTTTINAL
nauivadensgafiivgnaisgninnsalin nszuiunisuaremenudidielideiionss
Aenfulmngmanilidulumunuuusunsifeidesueiiluwindngudaissants empircal)
ATINs (validity) vessaagy wagnsinumnevesteya a1u1sans1as1ld (replicable)
Tneinidoaudu q swdanszuiunsidussuy (systematic) nufimadensgrsdimmuaiady
nguifiuUan tninmamguimadensdisdivesaazAnuizedl 9 lUSes 1 Jumsesuemewa
Weandmginssuuyed annsovgaanudumndunaiiosesiunginssutu q ldave
waratufife nausslovidiumuuaraueou nouinadensdiedivena o19veiiussleov
laldormiuaie ngufimadenssrsfivanass iifose nmedirnuwegufazesuiowanisal
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